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Kevin Byrd flies high to bring awareness about
prostate cancer to the community

By CYRIL JOSH BARKER
Amsterdam News Staff

Kevin Byrd is a star when it
comes to taking the stage, but
he’s also known for combining
his passion for acting and a
cause to save the lives of men
across the country.

A man of many talents,
Byrd is known best as an actor,
producer, playwright, dancer
and singer. But on the other
side, he has also been blessed
with the titles of motivational
speaker, teacher, philanthro-
pist and prostate cancer advo-
cate. He has established his
own nonprofit organization,
the Brownbyrd Prostate Can-
cer Foundation.

One out of every six men are
diagnosed with prostate cancer
every 18 minutes. More than
200,000 men are diagnosed
with prostate cancer every
year and 50,000 to 75,000 die
from the disease annually.

At 28 years old, he’s a strong
advocate for prostate cancer, a
disease that most men usually
don’t become concerned about
until they are older. Byrd said
the he became active about the

Happy Earth Day, Mumia—the struggle

By NAYABA ARINDE
Amsterdam News Editor

Incarcerated activist
Mumia Abu Jamal will be 55
years old on Friday, April 24.

There will be celebrations all
over the globe for the prolific
author and artist. He has
become the face of the interna-
tional movement against the
death penalty. He has been on
death row since 1981, convicted
of the murder of police officer
Daniel Faulkner, which Abu
Jamal maintains—and support-
ers cite a world of evidence
proves—that he did not commit.

“In light of the Supreme
Court’s recent decision to deny

cause when his grandfather
died from prostate cancer in
2004.

“I didn’t even know what
prostate cancer was when my
grandfather died,” he said.
“When I realized what it was, I
also realized that there was
something I needed to do to
bring awareness to the world.”

Originally from Utica, N.Y.,
Byrd began acting as a child
when his father got him into
show business. He was only 8
years old when he performed
with the Rhythm Lites Theater
Group. Byrd moved to New
York City in 2004 to attend
Long Island University, where
he earned his degree in speech,
theater and communications.

Byrd has been performing
since 1989, doing TV shows,
movies and plays. Some of his
most notable work includes
portraying World War II veter-
an Lt. John R. Scott in the doc-
umentary “Honor Deferred”
about seven Black men who
received the Medal of Honor,
seen on HBO, PBS and the
History Channel.

The Hasbro toy company

Mumia’s appeal for a new hear-
ing, it is more important than
ever that people get involved in
the campaign,” suggested Gwen-
dolyn Debrow, member of the
Free Mumia Coalition. “It is cru-
cial. We are trying to get Attor-
ney General Eric Holder to take
this case seriously. We are gath-
ering petitions” (at
ter.org/mumiapetition).

Presidents, world-renowned
politicians, clergy, actors and
activists have added their voic-
es to the call to free Pennsylva-
nia’s world-famous death row
inmate.

A cottage industry of books,
documentaries, websites,
songs, buttons, caps and T-
shirts has grown around this

made an action figure into
Byrd’s likeness in a line of G.1.
Joes honoring Scott.

Byrd does a one-man show
titled “Release,” playing six
characters ranging from age 18
to 60. In the show, one of the
characters was recently diag-
nosed with prostate cancer.
“Release” debuted at the Play-
er’s Theater and has also been
on tour.

This month,
Byrd is kicking
off his national
tour, “Kevin Byrd’s

who wrote the book “Conquer
Prostate Cancer: How Medi-
cine, Faith, Love and Sex Can
Renew Your Life.”

“This is a really great team
because it’s a combination of a
young man and an older man
fighting for the same cause,”
Byrd said.

Along with his presenta-
tions and acting, Byrd’s work
has not gone unrecognized.

Bla Neworkers

Interdenomina-
tional Tour to
Cities Across America.” Over
the next several months, he
plans to makes stops in
churches across the country of
various faiths to talk to people
about prostate cancer.

He said, “This disease is
killing a lot of men and thisis a
great way to serve the commu-
nity more. I never thought the
work would grow into this
length.”

Byrd is partnering with
author and prostate cancer vic-
tim Rabbi Edgar Weinsberg,

case. “Free Mumia Abu Jamal.
He is innocent,” is the loudest
cry. Amidst recanting witness-
es who claim they were coerced
into framing the former Black
Panther and radio host, Arnold
Beverly confessed to the killing
of the cop.

This weekend, there will
be a book launch party for
“Jailhouse Lawyers” by
Mumia Abu Jamal and a
debate on the death penalty
in Harlem with journalist
Linn Washington at River-
side Church (120th Street
and Claremont Avenue, room
411 in the MLK wing) and on
Sunday, CEMOTAP will host
the Fifth Great Harlem
Debate: “The Death Penalty
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Aside for the countless media
coverage, he’s been honored
with proclamations from a
number of government leaders,
including former President
George Bush, House of Repre-
sentatives Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, Gov. David Paterson
and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg.

In total, he has been hon-
ored by over 40 mayors and
government officials across the
country and has received over
40 proclamation awards. In his

continues

and Mumia Abu Jamal,” at
Salem United Methodist
Church (129th Street at

Kevin Byrd

hometown of Utica, October 1
is designated as Kevin Byrd
Day in honor of his tireless
work. During Black History
Month, February 2 has also
been designated as Prostate
Cancer Awareness Day.

Byrd said, “My voice is being
heard. I wanted to become
more informed about prostate
cancer and I want to use my
acting as a tool to get men to
get tested for prostate cancer.”

For more information about
Byrd, log ontowww.kevbyrd.com.|

Adam Clayton Powell Street.
For more information, call
(212) 330-8029.
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